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News and Notes 


Notice to Pastors and Secretaries of 
our congregations: As our statistics of 
synod soon go to press, and we would 
like to have names and addresses of 
every congregation’s president, secre- 
tary and Sunday School superintendent 
up-to-date, kindly notify us immedi- 
ately of any changes of such _ since 
your parochial report was sent to the 
statistician. Rev. P. C. Jensen, Blair, 
Nebr. 


Anonymous Letters come to us every 
so often. We have said it before that 
we never print such letters. If you 
expect your letter to be printed, you 
must give the editor your name and 
address. You may ask the editor not 
to print your name, but he will not 
print the letter unless he knows the 
name and address of the writer. 


Invitation to the Annual Convention 
of the U.E.L.C. Several announcements 
and much information have been print- 
ed about the annual synodical conven- 
tion to be held at Audubon, Iowa, 
June 15-20. This is just a reminder. 
If you have not as yet sent in your 
registration, do so at once. Mail your 
registration to Mrs. E. V. Magnussen, 
Audubon, Iowa. Tell how and when 
you expect to arrive. 


' Danish Immigration for 1953 to the 
‘United States and Canada was as 
‘follows: 1136 went to Canada and 
637 went to the United States. Here 
are some other figures to other coun- 
tries. 44 to New Zealand, 15 to Aus- 
tralia, 25 to Africa, 9 to Brazil, 4 to 
South America. 


THE SUDAN MISSION 


By N. B. Hansen 

The Sudan Mission in Nigeria, Af- 
rica is forming an autonomous Lu- 
theran Church. It is feared that the 
day may come soon, when the white 
missionary on the field will no longer 
be able to serve as he has in the past. 
His position as leader is strongly want- 
ed by the black man. The native Af- 
ricans do not wish to be under the 
leadership of the white in their own 
country. It has therefore been wisdom 
to train and prepare men for such 
leadership. This the white man has 
done. 

An organized church is also import- 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN. Official Organ of the 


published 
weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


ant as a contribution to the black 
man, when the white man is to leave 
the field. Such an organization has 
now been in the process of develop- 
ment. Much time and effort has been 
spent by our missionaries in the for- 
mation of such a church. 

The Sudan Missron is much in need 
of a trained nurse. We have been ask- 
ed to make an appeal for a Chris- 
tian nurse to serve in the Sudan Mis- 
sion field. If someone reading this 
article should feel called of God to 
serve Him in this way, kindly write 
to us at Hutchinson, Minnesota. Or if 
someone should know someone who 
might be interested in such service, 
such information would be very wel- 
come indeed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Walgren have 
spent most of their furlough in Blair, 
Nebraska. Mr. Walgreen has been at- 
tending the seminary there this past 
school year. They will be returning 
to Africa soon after the school is closed. 
If some congregation or church organ- 
ization should be interested in having 
Wahlgren speak to them, he will glad- 
ly accept such invitations within a near 
radius of Blair. While he is kept busy 
at the school, he could find some time 
to visit some of our congregations. 
Write him at Blair, Nebr. 


W.M.S. NOTICE 

The Women’s Missionary Society of 
the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church will hold its annual conven- 
tion in conjunction with the U.E.L.C. 
Convention at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church, Audubon, Iowa, June 15-20, 
1954. 

Thursday, 9:30 A. M.— Preliminary 
Business Session. 

Friday, 8:00 P.M. 
meeting (Speaker is 
Neve). 
Introduction of new missionaries, Mr. 
and Mrs. Floyd Jorgensen. 

Saturday, 1:15 P.M.—Annual Bus- 
iness Session. 

Saturday Evening—Fellowship Sup- 
per (Speaker is Mrs. Lloyd Neve). 

All societies are urged to send dele- 
gates, one delegate for each twenty- 
five (25) members, or fraction there- 
of. Delegates will please fill out cre- 
dential blanks and register with the 
Committee upon arrival. 

Jennie Hansen—President 
E. Irene Christiansen—Secretary 


Mission Service 
Pastor Lloyd 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
L Subscription price: United States and Canada, 
All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and books to be 
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Chaplain Gilbert A. Jensen is| 
stationed in Japan. He recently : 
a trip to the United States to J 
his family with him to Japan 
wrote to the editor a few days } 
he had visited with missionaries 
Neve and Paul Johnsen. 


Mr. Melius Bollesen, a middle 
Trinity Seminary, has been eng) 
as intern for one year beginning § 
1, by the Pacific District to g 
various places doing survey work} 
other pastoral activities. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Greeno, 
known to Dana students, celeby 
their silver wedding May 16, with 
house and many friends in the pe 
hall of First Lutheran Church. 


i} 
i 


Ord, Nebr. Pastor C. Jeppesen) 
Sunday, January 31, the church 
served Mr. and Mrs. Chris John 
silver wedding anniversary. — 
church service with communion | 
well attended; and following sey 
a fine fellowship dinner was ha/ 
the church parlor. It was a very fe 
day for the couple and for all. 


The following Sunday, Februar 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Kirby celeb: 
their golden wedding anniversa 
the church parlor. A large grouj 
relatives, church members and fri 
gathered to congratulate, and celeb 
with them. Less than two months 
ter Mrs. Kirby passed away. 


The last Sunday of February 
church observed Youth Sunday; 
young people had a big part in 
service, which was well attended 
enjoyed. | 


" 
On Sunday, March 14 an adult « 
of three married couples were ace 
ed into the church by baptism— 
confirmation. On Palm Sunday 11 
young people were confirmed and 
their first communion. Following 
vice the newly confirmed and the 
cently received members were ho: 
ed and welcomed by a fellowship | 
ner at the church parlor. 


Through the auspices of the St 
and Fellowship Circle each month — 
eral families for home devotions 
reading the same book of the B 
and then discuss it with much ben 


REV. JOHN M. JENSEN, Hi 
821 H. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


$3.00 pee year in advance; foreign countries, 
2 ns reviewe 
Everything pertaining to the Youth Department should be sent to Rev. Homer Larsen, 904 Bluff 
$2.00 per year is offered Bible classes and organizations of the church when ten or more copies 
the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran in every home—Churech Paper in Every Home Plan. 


should be sent to the editor at Spencer, | 
St., Cedar Walls, Ia. A special club ra 
are sent to one address, and $2.00 a yé 
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litorials and Comments 
issions in India 

the section, Church News from Here and There, 
ave a story about missionaries being denied en- 
e to India. Recently two Danish missionaries, one 
dical doctor, were refused entrance. 

the United Nations a delegate from India told the 


' 
' 


a 


should be done by the natives. 

se did not pretend to understand the situation. We 
this much that the people in some of those coun- 
are most touchy because of the strong national- 
spirit which is taking hold of many of these coun- 
). It goes without saying that such a spirit makes it 
f= difficult for foreign missionaries. It may also 
e some provincial officials to object to missionaries 
lly. 

ne foreign mission work has had an open door in 
lly all the countries the past 100 years. Now the 
's may be closed. They are closed in China. They 
be closed in India. They may also some day be 
ed in Africa. However, that does not say that the 
‘forces are winning. God has always used such per- 
to purify the church. Perhaps He will use these 
ods to purify the native churches so they may be 
forces. 

mit the situation should say to us: Work while it is 


President’s Annual Report 

pages 7-9 we print a good part of Dr. Hans C. 
ild’s annual report to 58th annual convention to be 
at Audubon. We hope it will be read carefully. 
mere is nothing startling in the report. It is a fair 
‘objective statement of the different activities of the 
od. 

1s reference to the fact that the congregations are 
so well supplied with pastors that there will hard- 
ee any calls left for future students must be noted. 
sar as we know there are only two vacant congrega- 
s in the synod right now. We believe that there may 
0 seniors next year. So we shall have a good sup- 
inf young men. But there will be some way of find- 
tealls for them. There is the chaplaincy, there may 
pome vacant parishes because of death and resigna- 
3, and of course some of the synods with whom we 
«et to merge may need men. 

xe new enlarged budget will also be read and dis- 
>d with interest. Of course, that our little synod is 
ing so many new churches is a cause for joy. We 
- also had success on the home mission field. But 
es without saying that a synod of only 50,000 mem- 
cannot go too far. There is an actual outlay of 
0 dollars for each mission, and even if 35,000 of 
is returned gradually, there is a natural limit to 
bility to carry on larger work, unless private peo- 
ith means will lend the church the money to do it 
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with. 

We predict the synodical meeting will receive the re- 
port with favor. 

We have no report on the finances of Dana College 
and Trinity Seminary. But the synod this year raised 
more than the $80,000.00 quota which was allotted to 
the institution. So we should be in the clear there. It is 
really wonderful how our people from year to year 
have supported our school. They have given 40% of the 
entire budget to the school. 

As to the Merger Proposals we also predict that the 
convention will adopt them as they come to us from the 
Church Council. 

“With Tears” 

There is a story about Vilhelm Beck, the revival 
preacher in Denmark. After the service one Sunday he 
asked his wife, if she did not think his sermon was good 
that day. She would not really commit herself. But 
when Beck pressed for an answer, she said, “Yes it was 
all right, but I missed the tears over the lost ones.” 

The Apostle Paul says to the elders of the church at 
Ephesus, “Therefore be alert, remembering that for 
three years I did not cease night or day to admonish 
every one with tears.” 

Jesus wept when he thought of the hard Jews. 

Parents shed tears, when their children go astray, or 
when they are very sick. 

Do we shed tears, when people do not want to hear 
the gospel? 

We have great respect for all modern methods in 
evangelism and home mission work. But to be truly 
successful, the work must be salted with tears. 

Brilliance is all right. Eloquence is needed. Learn- 
ing is good. But the tears and the deep sorrow because 
our fellow men, those with whom we are in daily con- 
tact that are not on the way of God, are so often absent. 

Suppose we preach with such tears, even though 
they are not visible, and suppose we bear witness, in- 
vite them to church with such tears, would we not 
make an impression? 

If we invite people, do they get the impression that 
we are truly concerned about them? Do they get the 
impression that the love of Christ constrains us? 

Of course, no Christian will object to what we have 
written here? But the question might be asked: How 
do we get this concern? Here is the answer: We can 
only get the spirit of the true evangelist if we pray 
about it. 

Prayer changes things is an old saying. And we are 
sure that prayer is much neglected in our modern 
church life. It is because of the modern age which has 
come upon us with such suddenness. When you think 
of the ordinary family with television and the many 
interests, you certainly know that it is difficult to find 
a moment when any one can be alone, when he can 
meditate and think for himself. 

Yet we must try to find this time. We must desper- 
ately try to find time for Bible reading and meditation. 
For it is in Bible reading, meditation and prayer that 
the soul grows to maturity. 
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The Cemetery on Olivet 


By S. C. Gamble 


It was a beautiful morning in February, 1927, that I 
stood in a cemetery on top of the Mount of Olives. It 
contained 3,000 graves. They were the dead in General 
Allenby’s campaign that wrested Palestine from the 
Turks. Splendid young fellows they had been, many of 
whom had “fibbed,” adding a year or two to their ages 
in order to have a part in the Palestine campaign. Beau- 
tiful sunlight that day was streaming over their graves. 


It was akin to the sunlight which a group of us saw 
a few days later in what to me is the most precious spot 
in Palestine; namely, the garden grave. The latter is 
owned by the Church of England and marks what that 
church thinks, and what many of us think, is the grave 
where Jesus lay and where He arose from the dead. 


Where Heroic Are Buried 


The second sacred spot to me in the Holy Land is the 
Garden of Gethsemane, with its seven ancient olive 
trees; and the third is the cemetery on the mountain top 
that contains the ashes of the heroic British dead. Be- 
cause most of them were Christians, they know the 
meaning of the poem, 


“From the darkness of earth, from the chill of the grave, 
To the light and the rapture of day; 

They shall rise with a spirit triumphantly brave 
From the crypt where their bodies now lay. 

In that day they shall hear the glad trumpet of God 
And the dead from their graves shall arise, 

From their sleep in the seas, from their home in the sod, 
To dwell with their Lord in the skies. 


“There’s a song in my heart, there’s a light in my soul, 
There’s a joy that earth cannot give, 

For the Lord shall the stone from the sepulchers roll, 
And the dead in his presence shall live. 

So we long more and more for the coffinless land, 
Where the cypress shall nevermore swing, 

And we dream more and more of that sorrowless strand, 
Just as robins dream of the spring.” 


A book that is still in the fragment of a library that 
I have left, after giving most of my books away, was 
published in 1923. It was written by Major Gilbert, 
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commander of the machine-gun detachment of Allen} 
army. I love that book. Its author was a devoted C 
tian who took a real and a spiritual interest in his 
Each year at Easter time, I read his chapter enty 
Emmaus. It deals with a lad whose clay now sleep} 
Olivet’s hilltop cemetery. A battle had been fought 
Emmaus between the Turks and Allenby’s army, | 
the young soldier in question had been mortally | wow i 
wath a laugh, that he was loved by the whole det 
ment and most of all by his chief. | 


The Emmaus Story Repeated 


And then Major Gilbert, who knew his Bible, told } 
the story of Emmaus, where they had battled that 
day. He told the other about the two downcast disci 
who had walked on the Emmaus road from Jersuale 
long time before. He told how they were joined EH 
stranger who cheered them up and caused their he 
to burn. When the stranger, apparently, was aboul 
leave them, they entreated him to stay, saying, “Af 
with us, for it is toward evening and the day is| 
spent.” 


Just then the sun shone in, lighting the dying soldi 
face, as the lad said to the major: “Thank you for tel} 
me that story, sir. ‘Abide with me, fast falls the ew 
tide’ is my mother’s favorite hymn. I shall be able 
sleep now. God bless you, sir.” | 


When the sun rose next morning, wrote Major Gilb 
in words that drip tears, there was an empty cot in] 
maus waiting for its next occupant, while a slender i 
ish form wrapped in an army blanket lay with otf 


on a long oak table awaiting burial. No more 
marches. No more murderous bullets. Absent from 
body, he was present with the Lord. In Christ, ¥ 


Christ, like Christ, what a joy that adds to Easter ¢ 


—Watchman_Exane 
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yeran Church Progress 

negro Work Reported 

antic City, N. J—The Lutheran 
ches of America have more to 
the Negro than any other de- 
nation, in the opinion of Dr. Ervin 
Krebs of Chicago, secretary for 
o Work in the Division of Amer- 
Missions of the National Lutheran 
cil. 

|. Krebs cited the progress the Lu- 
fan churches are making in the 
Oo community in an address to 
oard of American Missions of the 
ped Lutheran Church in America, 
Es quarterly meeting here. 
eliminary results of a survey of 
eran bodies associated in the Na- 
al Lutheran Council show that 287 
tregations have non-white mem- 
in normally white congregations. 
potal of 106 churches report Ne- 
bs among their communing mem- 
, Dr. Krebs said. 

"he American Negro needs the 
el as much as any other Ameri- 
/ citizen,” Dr. Krebs said, “and the 
oes are becoming aware of the 
rest of the Lutheran church—es- 
rally in the South.” 

moperation among NLC bodies has 
e possible establishment of inter- 
m1 churches in Detroit, Chicago, 
- York and Philadelphia, and 
ers are planned in two West Coast 
us and three communities in Ohio, 
Krebs reported. 


iwo things are needed, mutual en- 
cagement among Lutheran bodies, 

leadership by opening the doors 
institutions of higher education to 
lified Negro students, Dr. Krebs 


the consideration of special prob- 
ks and opportunities in predomin- 
ry Negro or interracial communi- 
the Lutheran churches of the 
Hted States have more to offer the 
rsrican Negro than any other de- 
nination, Dr. Krebs emphasized. 


Ready to Surrender Work 
Orphaned Missions to LWF 
jew York—The National Lutheran 
neil is ready to surrender responsi- 
ty to the Lutheran World Federa- 
for nearly all the foreign mission 
ik that has been carried on by its 
Mmission on Younger Churches and 
fhaned Missions since 1948. . 
pne exception to this offer is Tan- 
byika in British East Africa, where 
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CYCOM is responsible for the former 
(German missions in the Northern, 
Usambaro, and Uzaramo areas, and 
where the Territorial Government has 
ruled that mission property must be 
invested in an American corporation. 

Included in the proposal would be 
Indonesia, New Guinea and the Holy 
Land, thus following the precedent set 
last summer when responsibility for 
administration of work in China, now 
confined to Hong Kong, was trans- 
ferred from CYCOM to the federation. 


CYCOM’s decision to release most 
of its assignments to the newly-estab- 
lished Department of World Missions 
of the LWEF was made at a recent 
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meeting of the commission in Chicago. 

By unanimous vote, the commission 
agreed to notify the federation that 
“we are ready to relinquish to LWF/ 
DWM administration of assistance for 
all fields for which we have been pro- 
viding help except Tanganyika.” 

It was further voted to invite the 
federation to indicate when its world 
missions department “may be ready to 
accept the additional responsibility, 
and the time schedule to be observed 
in effecting the transfer.” 


Indications are that some time may 
elapse before the federation is in a 
position to take over all the fields of- 
fered by CYCOM. 


CALIFORNIA SOUTHLAND HOME FOR THE AGED 


Where there are people with a mind 
to do God’s will in ministering in 
Christ’s name, there the matter of pro- 
viding for a home for the aged will 
inevitably present itself again and 
again as a challenge. But it is not al- 
ways an easy problem to solve. Homes 
for the aged cannot be erected and 
operated any and every where. But 
there are districts and metropolitan 
areas where there are serious needs 
for homes with a Christian» atmos- 
phere to minister to the aged. 


Might we not seriously ask our- 
selves if we have forgotten God’s 
command to “Honor thy father and 
mother’? Even if we have not entire- 
ly forgotten this injunction we may, 
nevertheless, be guilty of failing to 
carry it out to the extent our Lord 
would have us do so, including that 
of providing them loving Christian 
care in the sunset of their lives. This 
is a matter no Christian must lightly 
pass by. It calls for self-examination 
and prayer for guidance in doing the 
Lord’s will in this matter. 

In southern California the people 
of our five UELC churches have for a 
longer time felt compulsion to take 
this matter seriously, presenting them- 
selves ready to do what is the will of 
the Lord. However this program is of 
such magnitude that it will take int- 
erest and support of not only the con- 
gregations in this area but of other 


interested persons elsewhere in the 
synod. 
Our Southland Home Corporation 


composed of people from our churches 
in the greater Los Angeles area would 
like to pass on to the people of our 
Church in other parts of our country, 


information about its venture, in the 
hopes that there might be those who 
would see this as an opportunity to 
aid in this ministry to those in need 
of Christian love and care. Some of 
our readers might play with the idea 
of some day entering the Southland 
Home. Whether or not you consider 
such a possibility there is here set 
before you an opportunity in which 
you can honor your father and moth- 
er by having a part in this ministry. 


WAYS IN WHICH YOU MAY HELP 

1. Make an outright gift. 

2. Make a pledge payable at a later 
date. 


_ 3. Grant a loan with interest. 


4. Remember the Southland Lutheran 

Home in your will. 

5. Furnish or build a room. 
6. Take out a membership. 

a. Life Membership—$100.00 

b. Sustaining Membership—$25.00 

c. Annual Membership $5.00 

To those who have so richly molded 
the foundation upon which we now 
build:—our mothers, fathers, and 
pioneers of our Church, we dedicate 
our best efforts here at Southland. All 
gifts, large or small, shall fall like 
great drops of water upon the seed 
that here is planted. Your every prayer 
shall warm these gifts with His bless- 
ing. Your gift will be a testimony of 
your faith and love, and will help to 
bring a warm spiritual ministry in the 
Master’s name. 

Further information may be had by 
writing Mrs. Mary Lundsberg, secre- 
tary of Southland Home Corporation, 
5149 So. Arlington, Los Angeles 43, 
California. 


—Samuel J. Hansen. 
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India Bars 109 American 
Missionaries 


New Delhi—One hundred and nine 
American missionaries have been re- 
fused permission to enter India in the 
past two years, a high government 
official disclosed in Parliament. 


Deputy Home Minister Balwant 
Nagesh Datar gave the figure at ques- 
tion time in the Council of States. He 
refused, for the present, to say wheth- 
er an American missionary had been 
arrested on a charge of spying. 


Mr. Datar said 789 U. S. mission- 
aries had been approved for entry in 
the two-year period. 


Applications of the 109, he added, 
were rejected on the ground that their 
services “were not required.” Some 
had stated that they wanted to prop- 
agate religion, he said. 


A year ago Mr. Datar and the Home 
Minister, Kailash Nath Katju, an- 
nounced it was government policy to 
limit evangelical work to natives. For- 
eign missionaries who were being ad- 
mitted, they said, understood that 
their proper roles in India were in 
educational, medical, philanthropic. 
agricultural and social uplift work. 


Christian religious leaders immed- 
jiately protested the policy. Since then, 
additional comments by government 
officials have served only to confuse 
the issue of whether foreign mission- 
aries are allowed to evangelize and 
proselytize. 


The government’s attitude has un- 
doubtedly been influenced by the 
frequent charges made by members 
of Parliament that foreign mission- 
aries have mixed in Indian politics. 

Such charges, aired again at the 
question period, led to Mr. Datar’s 
disclosure of the figures on American 
missionaries whose applications had 
been rejected. 


He reported that 533 applications 
had been received from U. S. mission- 
aries in the fiscal year 1952-53 and 
365 in 1953-54. 


Of the 533, he said, 55 were reject- 
ed and of 365, exactly 54 were turned 
down. 


Mr. Datar said most of the mission- 
aries had come to India for “educa- 
tional, medical, relief, social and evan- 
gelical work.” 


The Home Minister said there were 
nine foreign missionaries presently 
operating in Jammu and Kashmir. 

He added that Parliament would be 
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given information he was now collect- 
ing on the nationality of these mis- 
sionaries and whether any new mis- 
sions had been started in the area 
since 1947, the year of India’s parti- 
tion. 


Dr. Katju said he had no informa- 
tion on whether any of the mission- 
aries were indulging in pro-Pakistan 
propaganda. He gave the same reply 
to a question whether the missionaries 
were collecting signatures from Kash- 
miris asking the U. N. to give Kash- 
mir an independent status. 


Mr. Datar was asked whether it was 
true that Lutheran missionaries in the 
Sundergarh district of Orissa had been 
found fostering political discontent 
among the district’s tribal peoples. 

The Deputy Minister said two re- 
ports concerning the work of these 
missionaries had been received recent- 
ly. But he declared it would not be 
in the public interest to disclose their 
contents or the action contemplated 
by the government. 


Says Colombian Protestants 
May Lose Religious Liberty 


Cleveland—A former missionary to 
South America warned delgates to the 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
in annual session here, that a pro- 
posed constitutional change may end 
religious liberty for Protestants in 
Colombia. 


Dr. Clyde Taylor, now secretary of 
affairs for the association, with head- 
quarters in Washington, D. C., said 
Colombian Protestants are in serious 


* danger of losing liberty of press, lib- 


erty of assembly, and liberty to teach. 

Outlining the general situation in 
the South American country, Dr. Tay- 
lor pointed to conditions in the small 
islands of San Andres and Providen- 
cia in the Caribbean Sea near Nicara- 
gua. 


“The Colombian ‘government has 
named a Capuchin monk to serve as 
inspector of education for these islands 
which are from 95 to 98 percent Prot- 
estant and his first action was to shut 
down all Protestant schools,” Dr. Tay- 
lor charged. 


He said the action was taken under 
the terms of an agreement in which 
the islands become “mission” territory 
where only Roman Catholics are al- 
lowed to preach and teach in spite of 
the fact that the schools there have 
been Baptist and Seventh day Adven- 
tist for more than 100 years. 


Dr. Taylor urged the delegates to 
appeal both to the American govern- 
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ment and “to American Catholi i 
of tolerance for the Protestant mil 


ity in Colombia that the Catholic 
ority enjoys in this country.” 


Episcopalians Concerned over 
Composition of Membership 


Washington, D. C.—Concern 0] 
the failure of their churches to dr 
“a more representative cross-sectl 
of the population” was expressed | 
leaders of the Washington Episcojj 
Diocese in a report presented to | 
59th annual diocesan convention h 

The report cited results of a rece} 
ly completed two-year survey indid 
ing that 77 per cent of Protests 
Episcopal Church members in W:; : 
ington are white-collar workers, | 
per cent are college people, 57 i 
cent are women, 33 per cent are of 
and only 16 oe cent are “plas cold 
workers. 


It said the last-mentioned figi 
“is not praiseworthy” but pointed 
that “Negro membership has be 
growing faster than this section of 
population.” 


The survey, initiated by Bishop 
gus Dun of Washington, also reveal 
that the population of the dioces' 
area had doubled in the 20 years fi 
lowing 1930 to a total of 1,250,000 oy 
forecast a population of 1,622,000 
1960. 


These increases have brought abol 
a shortage of suburban churches, | 
said. The report recommended th 
steps be taken to buy and hold sit! 
for new churches and missions at 
that a corps of specially trained 
sion clergy be selected to initiate ne 
congregations even before new buil 
ings are erected or their sites chose 


TRANSITION 
By A. W. Norton 


The acorn dies but lives again : 
In giant singing trees; | 
And from their limbs the wild birc 

spread ) 
Their matchless symphonies. | 


The caterpillar, ugly thing, 

Before a watchful eye 

Turns from a lowly, crawling wor 
Into a butterfly. 


Yet mortal men, when once they cea: 
To draw life’s fleeting breath, 
To soar to heights unnamed, untoucl 
ed.,. 
The change is labeled death. 
—Home Lif 
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and Peace! RZ 
hen the Spirit of truth comes, He % 
ysuide you into all the truth; for % 
ill not speak on His own author- Be 
ut whatever He hears He will % 
, and He will declare to you the BS 
ps that are to come. He will glor- % 
ne, for He will take what is mine Re 
eclare it to you.” % 
John 16:13-14. 
}a world full of confusion and un- 
linty, full of destruction and tra- 
we have the promise of the Comforter, the Holy Spir- 
he promise of Him as a Guide into all the truth, the 
ise of Him who glorifies the Christ—Comforter, Guide, 
lifier. The finished redemption made the Holy Spirit and 
ork more of a gracious reality. The child of God has 
me grace of the Holy Spirit a firm foundation, a sure 
» a victorious Redeemer. His future is guaranteed in 
fst. He can lift up his head and look up with confidence. 
‘Holy Spirit creates and establishes through Word and 
“ment such confidence in his life. 
assed truth and activity of the Holy Spirit. He accounts 
rms of God’s grace and power for our existence and 
uance as a Church. He made possible the birth of the 
as He used men and means to bring about a blessed 
ening. He abides among us to use us still to arouse, re- 
and inspire the Church. May we yield ourselves to Him, 
der God be endowed to work blessedly and reviving- 
our congregations, institutions, and missions. 


OC) 


In Memoriam 
o of our pastors emeriti passed away during the year. 
'Rev. Holger Berthelsen, Viborg, South Dakota, after a 
bring heart ailment departed from this life to his eternal 
rd July 11, 1953. Although only in his late fifties, he be- 
= of his ailment had had to retire. In the some twenty 
ss he served our Church, he gave himself with energetic 
tion to his work. He had by the grace of God, a strong 
rness to reach out and build the Kingdom wherever he 
rplaced. For a number of years he served in an effective 
er on our Board of Pensions. The Rev. Axel Christian- 
[Lake Mills, Iowa, passed into his eternal reward in Nov- 
=r of 1953. We did not learn about his death until some 
later. Pastor Christiansen served with love and devo- 
in a number of parishes. His period of service, as a 
or, was not long. We recall meeting and talking to him 
mir annual conventions. He manifested a very earnest 
sern for the great work of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
iired if there might be some way in which he could be 
.. May God bless the memory of these two servants of 
ord. We may have the assurance that there are souls 
remember them with gratefulness for their services. 
rbespeak the gratitude of our Church for the labors of 
= brethren. 
xe past year a number of laymen who served with effect- 
ess in synodical offices besides many others who have 
wed faithfully and diligently in their local congregations 
» been called out of this life by their Lord and Christ. 
mg them we must make mention particularly of the 
“s of our aged veteran pastors, Mrs. C. C. Mengers and 
H. P. Berthelsen. Both of these helpmeets served with 
netion and fruitfulness as they reared their families and 
» co-laborers with their husbands in God’s vineyard. May 
bless the memory of these departed loved ones and 
ster with His gracious comfort to the bereaved. 


Every year the synodical president * 
reports to the annual convention. We < 
bring part of the report here. The par- % 
agraph on our growth is omitted, since ¢ 
we published that on May 17. Other ¢ 
less important paragraphs have also b 
been omitted. For the complete report % 
- get the synodical Yearbook. KO 
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President’s Annual Report 


By Dr. Hans C. Jersild 


Dedications 


* Again this year we have had wide- 
@ spread building activity in our local 
Five new churches or first 
units of their church plants, with the 
* exception of one, have already been 
They are: Pella, Omaha, 
Nebr.; Ebenezer, Oaks, Okla.; St. 
Marks, Hoffman Heights, Aurora, 
Colo.; St. Mark’s, Storm Lake, Iowa, 
(to be dedicated this summer); St. Paul’s, Lynwood, Calif. 
There is an increasing consciousness of the importance of 
proper facilities for the training of our children and youth 
in God’s way as evidenced by the dedication of nine par- 
ish halls or educational units this past year. They are: 
First, Fremont, Nebr.; Trinity, Norwalk, Calif.; Faith, 
Castro Valley, Calif.; Trinity, Albert Lea, Minn.; Nazareth, 
Cedar Falls, lowa; Our Savior’s, Council Bluffs, Iowa; Im- 
manuel, Racine, Wis.; Ebenezer, Oaks, Okla.; Bethesda, 
Eugene, Ore. According to our information three new par- 
sonages have been built: at First Lutheran, Fremont, Nebr., 
at Immanuel, Racine, Wisc., and at First English Lutheran, 
Brush Colo. There are several others about to be built. In 
addition several of our churches have been enlarged and 
much improved. They are: Immanuel Lutheran, Orum, 
Nebr.; Emmaus, Falmouth, Maine; St. Ansgar, Montreal, 
Canada; St. Ansgar, San Francisco, Calif.; and Trinity, 
Westbrook, Maine. The past year we have also had two 
dedications of institutions. They are an annex to Salem 
invalid Home, Elk Horn, Iowa, and an annex to Bethany Old 
Peopie’s Home, Minden, Nebr. 


; parishes. 


dedicated. 


May the dedication of these churches, parish halls, par- 
sonages, and institutions also mean a dedication of hearts 
and hands to greater service. We may in one sense call them 
God gifts to those parishes. A gift such as that truly ac- 
cepted in gratitude arouses a greater sense of responsibility 
to one’s community and fellow members. May God, as lives 
yield themselves to Him, multiply the usefulness of these 
buildings to the glory of His Name and the rescue of souls. 


Ordinations 


Eight young men are applying for ordination. They are: 
Leroy F. Andersen, called to Galilee Lutheran Church, 
Pewaukee, Wisconsin; Vernon L. Andersen, called to Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church, Hampton, Nebr.; Edward C. Es- 
kildsen, called to First Trinity Lutheran Church, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana; Cleo D. Hanson, called to Lutheran Church, 
Underwood, Iowa; Roland H. Hansen, called to Brooklyn 
Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, Wisconsin; Frederik V. Jensen, 
called to Bethany Lutheran Church, New Denmark, N. Bs 
Canada, and St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Salmonhurst, 
N. B., Canada; Robert W. Kloth, called to Salem Lutheran 
Church, Pass Lake, Ontario, Canada; Hillerup E. Rasmus- 
sen, called to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Ferndale, 
Calif. We are grateful for every servant who heeds God’s 
call to full time service. Pray for these young brethren. 
May God use them in a fruitful manner. 


Evangelism and Stewardship 


Evangelism has in later years received a stronger em- 
phasis among us. We are very grateful for that deeper con- 
cern for the heart and strength of our labor for the Lord. 
We need constantly to give attention to Evangelism and the 
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evangelical character of our faith. We earnestly urge the 
brethren to make use of and take part in all Evangelism 
literature and activity of our Lutheran Church. It is so 
easy to become merely routine. There is constant need for 
a revival of evangelical fervency and endeavor. 


As an aid in the cause of Evangelism we take part in the 
Evangelism Council of the National Lutheran Council bodies. 
They are right along sponsoring literature and meetings 
whose purpose is a stronger Evangelism. 


When we unite Evangelism with Stewardship in the head- 
ing of this section, it is purposely done. Because an active 
Evangelism program makes for an active Stewardship pro- 
gram. When my heart is given to God, when I am constrained 
by the love of Christ, in short when Evangelism has wrought 
its work in me, then will follow a readiness to be a faithful, 
active, and fruitful steward. My whole person and what 
I possess will yield to God’s direction. Then follows also 
a spontaneous voluntary serving and giving for God’s cause. 
Serving and giving thus come to have their evangelical and 
scriptural motivation. : 


Our serving and giving are not to be gauged in their 
greater or lesser extent by what others have accomplished 
and given; but before God and by His grace they are to 
have a Christ motivation. Such Christ motivation should 
be cultivated. When “for me to live is Christ’ the ruling 
passion can become to love because He loved us first, to 
serve because He served us first, to give because He gave 
for our sakes first. Then the differences in service and 
giving are no longer accentuated. Then the big brother 
(large congregation) will stand ready to make good for the 
little brother (small congregation). In other words we will 
have voluntary giving in the evangelical sense. We will be 
reaching out towards an ideal established by the Word of 
God. 


It is a source of real encouragement to note the increasing 
results obtained by the stewardship publicity and activity 
of some of our Districts and congregations as well as our 
Synodical stewardship committee. We are grateful as a 
Church for this vital work. 


Allow me again to call your attention to last Wills and 
Testaments. When you make out your last will and test- 
ament then include your Church as a beneficiary. Your 
Church through the Word and Sacraments has ministered 
unto your eternal blessing. She more than all others has 
under God bestowed upon you the richest gifts of life. It 
is a blessed manner in which to let your earthly possessions 
go on laboring for the Lord’s lifesaving work even after 
you have departed. 


Home Missions 


Our Home Mission endeavors have been most fruitful. 
We can now truthfully say that here our investments yield 
the greatest returns. How? First of all a new congregation 
is established adding that many more souls to our number, 
enabling that many more to have a hand and a part in God’s 
work among us. After all our greatest asset is souls, per- 
sons, with their loves, talents, and abilities to serve. Next, 
Church Extension investments are paid back again to go 
forth to accomplish something elsewhere. Finally let us 
add that it is our most basic activity because we grow in 
educational effort, in foreign mission effort, in charity ef- 
fort, as we establish new churches which can provide us 
with more students, which can add man power and funds 
for our labors in the foreign field and all other endeavors 
of the Kingdom of God. 


Allow a special plea for greater home mission activity. 
We have reached the time in the life of our Church when 
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we have a scarcity of available parishes to which to 
our young men graduating from the Seminary. God hasb. 
sed us with man power. Young men are responding to } 
call to enter our Seminary. God forbid that we should | 
terfere at that point. We are as a Church deeply grate 
that God moves young men in our midst to respond to t. 
call. God, too, in this great land of unusual growth, } 
in many areas provided open fields which are white 1 
harvest, fields that will compare with our very hearten) 


lacking, namely, funds with which to get under way. 
can rightly say that the easiest part of it is lacking. 
only God can call young men into His service. We cani 
take them by the nape of the neck and say: “Young mj 
you have to become a minister.” Only God, too, can cre 
the open fields white unto harvest. But the needed funj 
true enough, also result because of God’s blessing, and 
it is that part which is within the hands of every one of 
to secure. Once again it is the easiest part of it. 
God is challenging us as a Church to set out on a big¢g 
home mission program by giving us an abundance of 
power, by providing a ready number of open fields. 
we rise to the challenge and provide the funds neede 
Your Church Council stands ready at this Convention | 
come with some resolutions already spread on its minutes) 
meet this challenge and also to care for other urgent neé 
in connection with our School and our Pension Fund. 
are awaiting the favorable reaction of the Boards invol 
which as this is written, it has not yet been possible to 
ceive. We are expecting a favorable response, and will th 
stand ready to present the necessary propositions to 
convention. May God lead and guide us in His way. 


Foreign Missions 


Having a part in the counsels of the Board of Forei 
Missions is a real inspiration. There is evident an earné 
concern for carrying out the great command: “Go out ir 
the world and make disciples of all nations.” 


We welcome home from Japan our missionaries, Past 
and Mrs. Lloyd Neve and family, and Helen Margar 
Jacobsen from Sudan. May God richly bless their sojo’ 
among us. Receive them as our God-given messengers frc 


those distant lands. We are very happy that they can | 
present at our Annual Convention at Audubon, Iowa. 


It is a source of joy that we will this year be able to co 
mission two additional servants for the foreign field, nam 
ly, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Jorgensen who will go to Santi 
Mr. Jorgensen will be an agricultural missionary. We wi 
them Godspeed, and pray that they, under God, may | 
used unto rich blessing among the Santals. 


Remember our Foreign Missions in our several fields : 
Japan, South America, Sudan, and Santal in prayer 
with your gifts. It is very heartening to note the genero 
response of our people to foreign missions. God will ble 
your gifts in His service. 


Dana College, Trinity Seminary 


Our school constitutes a very major part of our enti 
Church program. First because here our pastors and mi 
sionaries, teachers and other servants are trained. Tt 
field of endeavor has such vital meaning for our whe 
Church. An enlightened Christian laity as well as a pr 
perly trained ministry have far-reaching and helpful cons 
quences in our present day progressive and yet fear-fill 
age. ; 

Next because across the years proportionally the maj 
share of our Budget as well as the major share of our ca 
ital expansion have been expended for our School. Ths 
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lays have to be followed up with proper maintenance. 
old building requires greater maintenance outlay. Old 
lin, around which many tender memories center, is very 
ch in need of rehabilitation. Other buildings also by 
s time need attention. To care for such outlays it has 
ome necessary to have an extra call for funds. Your 
turch Council stands ready as noted above to introduce 
olutions of a character which will answer this need as 
+ll as others. 


or the story of the past school year we refer you to the 
ports from Dana College, Trinity Seminary, Board of 
yustees, and Board of Education. They give a picture of 
2 work and accomplishments. Special attention is being 
ven to accreditation by the North Central Association. We 
ok for the jgoal to be realized before too long. May God 
2s our school with His gracious bounty. 


| 
i 


Our Pension Fund 


Beginning May lst this year, the new Pension Plan will 
inaugurated. We realize that a number of problems will 
ise in connection with this Plan as each pastor is invited 
join. We are confident that they can all be solved. New 
flings will have to be adopted to meet the several situa- 
wns. In the meantime we ask such pastors who are con- 
onted with problems to bide their time and the Pension 
ind Board will work out a solution. 


If one thing you can be confident, that it is wisdom to 
-n the new Plan. First, because the major part of the in- 
widual member’s accumulation, from which your Pension 
(ll be drawn, upon retirement, comes from your church. 
«xt this Plan is the proven and tried Plan of older and 
-ger Lutheran bodies. Just recently the National Luther- 

Council adopted this Plan for its staff. Finally, all mem- 
ms of the old Plan who are in older years may have the 
surance that they will, upon retirement, receive the min- 
um annual Pension which is at present $720.00 a year. 
hereas those in younger years will know that their accu- 
ilations will, upon retirement, yield a considerably great- 
Pension than the Old Plan. 


Tn order that the Pension Fund, as it will apply to a good- 
number of the active pastors whose accumulations in the 

=w Plan will not upon retirement equal the minimum 

snsion, may have its resources increased, a special effort 

ould be made to raise additional funds. Your Church 

5uncil stands ready with resolutions serving that purpose 
well as other indicated purposes in this report. 


Our 1953-1954 Finances 


As the treasurer and I sit in the synodical offices and note 
e weekly contributions coming from our people it often 
irs us with a sense of gratefulness. The past year our 
-ople have again responded in a heartening way as we 
ave seen Lutheran World Action, the Foreign Missions, 
id the Synodical Budget oversubscribed. In regard to the 
st named, we are very happy and thankful to announce 
at it was oversubscribed by $9,478.56. The total received 
as $207,045,56. 

Our Church and School Development Drive brought a 
tal of $9,806.34 of which $5,501.28 was for the School and 
,305.06 was for Church Extension. We are still short be- 
veen $7000 and $8000 in reaching the total needed. Our 
5,000.00 goal for Church Extension is almost within reach. 
1ere is still a matter of $7000 needed to pay the debt on 
oneer Memorial. That debt bears interest at 4%%. This 
terest is drawn out of Church and School Development 
inds. We again sincerely solicit your concern for this 
rive that our debt may be unloaded. 
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We are deeply grateful first and foremost to God for the 
generous response of our people for our institutions, mis- 
sions, and L. W. A. Next allow us to express on behalf of 
our Church A VERY SINCERE THANK YOU to all our 
congregations and their pastors, Ladies Aids, Missionary 
Societies, Luther Leagues, Sunday Schools, Brotherhoods 
and individuals. We can exclaim with the Psalmist: “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His 
Holy Name.” God has been wonderfully good to us. 


Our 1954-1955 Budget 


The proposed synodical budget for 1954-1955 amounts to 
$253,368.60. It exceeds by $55,801.60 or over 28 per cent, 
the budget adopted last year. Let us explain this large in- 
crease. It is due to two actions taken at last year’s conven- 
tion. First you adopted resolutions which transferred all 
District Home Mission aid, which was raised by the individ- 
ual Districts and paid by them, from the Districts to your 
Home Mission Board Budget. That action meant circa a 
$20,000.00 increase in the Home Mission Budget. In reality 
there is no increase because that which was formerly raised 
by the individual Districts is now being transferred to the 
synodical Home Mission Board to be raised synod-wise. The 
second action of last year’s convention was adoption of the 
New Pension Plan and supporting resolutions. This action 
has necessitated the addition of $31,200.00 to the Pension 
Fund Budget. In other words a total of circa $51,200.00 has 
been added to our synodical budget for the above reasons. 


In setting up the Budget the Finance Committee dutifully 
weighs the mandates coming from the Convention, and next 
very carefully weighs the figures of each budget. Before 
reaching us they have been carefully weighed by the in- 
dividual boards. We can assure you there are no excess 
figures. Only that which is needed is asked for. The tenta- 
tive Budget asked for 1955-56 is $267,091.80. 


Again this year your Church Council has been confronted 
with a plan coming from the Nebraska District as to what 
might be done in the way of relieving the small struggling: 
congregations, as they strive to raise their District and Syn- 
odical quotas. This plan would establish a relationship be- 
tween the size of the congregation and the pastor’s salary 
on the one hand, and the synodical and district budgets on 
the other. In other words, a small congregation, for whom 
the pastor’s salary is the major expense, should give a cor- 
respondingly smaller part of those budgets. Whereas a large 
congregation with its many donors and in most instances a 
larger salary for the pastor, which salary is comparatively 
a smaller expense, should be called upon to give correspond- 
ingly more. The point of this plan is that the large congre- 
gation should help the smaller congregation by assuming a 
proportionally larger part of the district and synodical bud- 
gets. Our present system calls for just that. When after the 
convention, the synodical office sends out the quotas to each 
district president for division into quotas to each of his con- 
gregations, we always tell him that in apportioning this 
quota due regard should be given to the ability of each 
congregation. It is our impression that an effort has been 
made to do just that on the part of district presidents. 

het us add that the problem connected with giving has 
a far deeper implication than only the difference in size of 
congregations. It is not enough to turn difference in size 
into a plan. The problem is still there. A New Plan af ap- 
portionment does not change hearts. It leaves us just as 
cold. The real sound basis for evangelical giving is hearts 
renewed and inspired by the grace of God. The best solu- 
tion is in our opinion found in the Joint Union Committee 
Report. It proposes that all giving be voluntary, aided and 
enlightened by a strong stewardship program. 
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PAGES FOR YOUTH 
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Homer Larsen, Edito 
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sos: 


Pausanias Wilches is the So. American theological student 
being supported by our Synodical Luther League. 


BIBLE AND CULTURAL INSTITUTE 

; of the 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN COLOMBIA 
Bogota, Colombia 
Oficina del Director 
April 20, 1954 

National Luther League, U. E. L. C., 

% Rev. K. R. Jensen, 

Viborg, S. Dakota 

Dear Young People: 

Your gift for the support of Pausanias Wilches has 
been remitted to us by our Mission Office and we want 
to thank you for this and the past gifts that you have 
sent to help pay for his training. 

Since I am now in charge of the Bogota church dur- 
ing Rev. Ostrem’s trip to the lowlands of Colombia I 
have had a good chance to see the value of your invest- 
ment in this young man. He has already demonstrated 
that he has not wasted his time in his studies in Argen- 
tina for each Sunday he gives us a message that we ap- 
preciate. It is not the easiest thing to preach in this 
capital city church, with several missionaries in at- 
tendance, but he is giving us all something for our souls 
and for that we are thankful. On Sunday mornings I 
have been in charge of the service and he has preached 
the sermon, and on Sunday evenings he is in charge 
while I preach the sermon. 

Besides this Pausanias has a heavy program during 
the week. He is in charge of the Wed. evening prayer 


pares: 


meet ngs and during Lent he gave us meditations on the 
passion of Christ. He also has a study on Thurs. nights 
has two hours of Catechism in the Institute with the 
first year students, has hospital visitation.on Thurs- 
days. So you see it rather keeps him going. But we are 
thankful to God that he is willing to do whatever task 
he is asked to, and that he is not getting the big head 
such as some farmer lads sent away to study might ac- 
quire. 

But I know that if God is going to be able to use this 
intelligent young man to the utmost, your prayers and 
those of all who are interested in him and in our work 
down here will have to ascend to the throne of Grace 
—for all his sufficiency is of God. Therefore, we wel- 
come your continued support of this young man, his 
wife, Ernestina, and two charming little girls, Lilia ano 
Marta, in your prayers. And we, your servants foi 
Christ in Colombia, as well as the people of The Churck 
of the Redeemer, Bogota, will always be indebted te 
you for that contribution to His work, just as we are 
deeply grateful for your investment in the training o: 
Pausanias. 

May the Lord bless you all as you labor for Christ 
whom to know is to love and to love is to serve! 


In Christ,. 
Harold L. Olson 3 
Treasurer 


THE DAY OF PENTECOST 


By James C. Peterson 


PENTECOST is Sunday, June 6th, this year. The 
word “Pentecost” means fifieth and refers to the fifiett 
day after Easter. It marks the birthday of the Christiar 
church. It was on Pentcost that the Apostle Peter stood 
midst a few friends and a large group of the people whe 
had called for the crucifixion of Christ. There was con- 
fusion in the minds of many, but there was also expec: 
tation because the evidences of Jesus’ resurrection had 
been testified and heralded by many trustworthy per- 
sons. Moreover, there was yearning and longing in the 
hearts for peace and hope which the world could nof 
give. When Peter had then boldly and warmly testified 
to the large crowds about his personal conviction that 
the crucified and risen Jesus was the true and only 
Saviour of the world many asked, “What shall we do?? 
Peter answered that all should repent and be baptized 
Three thousand persons were thereupon baptized or 
the same day, and after that we are told that more 
were saved and added to the church daily. 


“LORD IN HEAVEN GIVE US A NEW PENTE. 
COST,” such is the prayer of many earnest souls in the 
Christian world today. Why do earnest people pray 
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is? First, because it is our heart’s desire that more 
lividuals of the world’s great masses might be saved, 
eive the forgiveness of sins with peace and eternal 
pe. Second, in this world of so much misery and evil 
SPionchips between peoples and nations there is a cry- 
H need for more hundreds of millions of true Christ- 
i as “salt” and “light” in the world. Some denomi- 
Afons in these times, including Lutheran synods, are 
lite elated over what they call “phenomenal expan- 
mn” in the building of new churches and establishing 
)missions. Let us indeed be thankful to God for this. 
it there is no time for any sort of complacency, not 
fen in the case of a congregation having shot up from 
few hundred members to several thousand. It is all 
little in comparison to the great masses of unchurch- 
/in various parts of the world. Moreover, as church 
embers we must face this serious question: Why has 
2 church not exerted more effective influence on 
mnmunity and nation? This calls for deep and earnest 
iliation and prayer on the part of every pastor and 
our professed Christian laymen. It is a time to cry 
[heaven. But this no man can do in honesty and deep 
mnestness until that day when the Holy Spirit takes 
Wa down into the valley to behold the “dead bones” 
fin case of the case of the prophet in Ezekiel 37. Take 
Bible and read that chapter, and then pray that 
may never be “too busy” to have such an exper- 
uce. Well, some of you will understand—and perhaps 


‘ken from “The Lutheran Hour” News 


ant Don Mueller, Japan Lutheran Hour Guest, Says: 
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some not. But God is kind and good to touch our hearts 
even when we are dull. 

HOW DOES THE PENTECOST LIFE MANIFEST 
ITSELF in the life of the individual and in the church? 
A study of Peter and other apostles will produce some 
striking answers. Doubt gives way to a faith in Jesus 
that will not let Him go. Such faith gives courage and 
boldness and fearlessness in confessing our Saviour to 
men. Souls of this faith and experience find one an- 
other and are bound together with the bond of love and 
loyalty even unto the death. They seek mutual strength 
in sharing Word and Sacrament. They share their ex- 
periences in brotherly conversation, and they pray to- 
gether for each other and for all their brethren of the 
same precious faith. They study together the needs of 
the sinful world and prayerfully plan the program of 
testimony and benevolence in pursuance of Christ’s 
command. Now, to some people this may seem to be a 
manner of life too serious to be accepted, especially by 
young people. Yet the historic fact is that the hearts 
and minds of thousands of young men and women have 
been set on fire with just that. And these young people 
have breathed a spirit of joyous buoyancy which is non- 
existent in worldly youth. Nor does this consecrated 
life rob any person of any earthly joys that are worth 
having. What do you say, then, dear people? What is 
your life? Shall we not unite in praying for a new Pen- 
tecost? 


‘I’m Proud to Be a Baseball Player, But Prouder to Be a Christian’ 


Mast fall when the New York Giants played before 
ttotal crowd of 346,000 in eleven exhibition games in 
rpan, Outfielder Don Mueller was the leading hitter 
ainst Japanese pitching. In ten games, all won by the 
.ants, Mueller banged out 21 hits out of 53 times at 
t for a .396 average. 

hile he was in Tokyo, Don was interviewed on the 
sular Lutheran Hour program by Missionary Delmar 
eck. In his introduction, Pastor Glock said: “We are 
pecially thrilled to have Don as a guest on The Lu- 
Lean Hour because he is not only a wonderful Chris- 
in, but also one of the many Lutheran laymen who 
lp support these Christ-centered Dieu of hope 
.d salvation you hear every Sunday. 

Asked what accounted for his success as a baseball 
yer, Don replied that his father, a major league base- 
Il player about 25 years ago, was a real poset) 

‘When Sunday came around,” Don recalled, “it meant 
ly two things, church and then baseball. At first I 
E + care for either one. I would just as soon have 
‘ne fishing. But church and baseball it was. Now I 
nlize that Dad was right. In fact—today I couldn’t do 


anything and really enjoy it unless I knew that I was 
serving both God and man at the same time.” 

In response to a question of what was the most thrill- 
ing experience in his six years in major league baseball, 
the famous Giant said: “It was two years ago while 
playing against the league-leading Brooklyn Dodgers. 
In one game I hit three home runs. The following day 
I hit another home run in the early part of the game. 
As I went to bat for the last time during that game, the 
manager called me aside to inform me that I had just 
become father of a healthy boy. After hearing the good 
news I stepped into the batter’s box and hit the very 
first pitch for another home run to tie a major league 
record of five home runs in two days.” 

In concluding the interview, Mueller said: “I’m proud 
to be a baseball player. But I’m prouder to be a Chris- 
tian, that I know my Savior Jesus and that without Him 
I can do nothing. Therefore, to all of you, young and 
old, I say: Go to church; read your Bible; believe all of 
God’s wonderful promises. The Bible says it better than 
I can: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.’”’ 
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GOD’S AUTOGRAPHS 


I stood upon a hill one night 

And saw the great Creator write 

His autograph across the sky 

In lightning strokes, and there was I 
To witness this magnificent 
Tumultuous, divine event! 


I stood one morning by a stream 

When night was fading to a dream, 

The fields were bright as fields 
may be 

At spring, in golden mystery 

Of buttercups—then God came on 

And wrote his autograph in dawn. 


One afternoon long years ago, 

Where glacial tides had ebb and flow, 

I found a cliff which God had smitten; 

I scanned its breast, where he had 
written 

With some great glacier for a pen 

His signature for time and men. 


One night I stood and watched the 
stars; 

The Milky Way and ranging Mars, 

Where God in letters tipped with fire 

The story of his tall desire 

Had writ in rhyme and signed his 
name 

A stellar signature of flame. 


Creation’s dawn was deep in night, 
When suddenly: “Let there be light!” 
Awakened grass, and flower, and tree, 
Chaotic skies, the earth, and sea; 
Then, to complete creation’s span 
In his own image, God made man, 
And signed his name, with stroke 


most sure— 


Man is God’s greatest signature! 
—William L. Stidger. 


THE IDEAL AMBASSADOR 
He held the lamp each living day 
So low that none could miss the way, 
And yet so high to bring in sight 
That picture fair of Christ, the Light, 
That gazing up, the lamp between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


He held the pitcher, stooping low, 

To lips of little ones below, 

Then raised it to the weary saint, 

And bade him drink, when sick and 
faint. 

They drank; the pitcher then between, 

The hand that held it was not seen. 


He blew the trumpet, soft and clear, 
That trembling sinners need not fear, 
And then with louder note and bold, 
To storm the walls of Satan’s hold; 

The trumpet coming thus between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


And when our Captain says, “Well 
done, 
Thou good and faithful servant, come, 
Lay down the pitcher and the lamp; 
Lay down the trumpet; leave the 
camp!” 
Thy weary hands will then be seen, 
Clasped in His pierced ones; naught 
between. 
—Author Unknown, 


HEATHEN RELIGIONS IN U. S. A. 

While the Christian churches are 
sending gospel missionaries to hea- 
then lands, there are missionaries 
from those lands at work spreading 
their heathen religions in our own 
land. This is their privilege, for Amer- 
ica is a land of religious freedom, but 
the situation is a challenge to the 
Church to be more diligent in reach- 
ing the heathen within our own bord- 
ers, 

G. P. Malalasekera, President of 
the World Fellowship of Buddhists, 
made a lecture tour of American uni- 
versities, and upon returning to Cey- 
lon he reported that Buddhism is 
flourishing in the U. S. A. He said 
there were more than 200,000 Bud- 
dhists in North America, 96,000 of them 
in California. 

Moslems, too, are increasing. There 
are estimated to be 32,600 of them in 
North America. Some 500 Moslems 
from 45 states and five Canadian pro- 
vinces met. in Toledo, Ohio in 1953 for 
a Moslem Convention. They read from 
the Koran, and prostrated themselves 
toward Mecca. Abdallah Igram of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was re-elected 
president. One project of theirs is to 
pay for special identification tags for 
American Moslems in military ser- 


vice reading, “I am a Moslem. The1 
is but one God, and Mohammed is h 
prophet.” 


Leisure says, “Life isn’t fair to u 
men. When we are born, our mother 
get the compliments and _ flowers 
When we are married, our brides ge 
the presents and the publicity. Whe! 
we die, our widows get the life insur 
ance and winters in a sunny climate. 


PLEASE 

The circus strong man rode out ol 
horseback to challenge a farme 
whose strength had gained him a rep 
utation. The circus man tied his hors 
in the farmyard and approached th 
farmer. 

“Hey!” he called, “I’ve heard a lo 
about you, and I thought Id se 
which is the better man.” 

Without answering, the farme 
seized the intruder, hurled him bodil 
over the fence into the road and re 
turned to his work. 

When the loser had recovered hi 
breath the farmer growled, “Got any 
thing else to say to me?” 

“No,” the circus man panted, “per 
haps you'll be good enough to throy 
me my horse.”—Scholastic. 


Professor: “Er—My dear, what’s the 
meaning of this vase of flowers 01 
the table today?” 

Wife: “Meaning? Why, today is you 
wedding anniversary.” 

Professor: “Indeed! Well, well, do le 
me know when yours is so I may d¢ 
the same for you.” 


A MINUTE 


Two or three minutes—two or three 
hours— 

What do they mean in this life of ours’ 

Not very much if but counted as time 

But minutes of gold and hours sub. 
lime 

If we will use them once in a while 

To make someone happy, someon 
smile. 

A minute may dry a little lad’s tears 

An hour sweep aside the troubles o 
years, 

Minutes of my time may bring to ai 
end ; 

Hopelessness, somewhere, and give m: 
a friend! 


—Author Unknow1 
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Book Reviews 


§}\Sent Forth to Preach by Jesse Bur- 
Weatherspoon, Harper and Brothers, 
}2 pages, $2.50. 

} This is a splendid book for the pas- 
itr. Itis a series of studies in Apostol- 
Preaching. I think it may be of val- 
ft to give the chapters of the book. 
Kostles of Christ. The Dynamic of 
Wweaching. The Nature of Preaching. 
| e Word of the Gospel. Making 
tisciples. Building up the Church. 
pest of the Road. 

} Each chapter is positive and chal- 
nnging. In our day of home mission 
Ffort and evangelism these chapters 
re very helpful. If you want to give 
mur pastor a birthday gift, here is a 
mod book for him. —J. M. J. 


Who Shall be God? by Alvin N. 
.ogness, Augsburg Publ. House, 183 
Bages, $2.50. 

This is another splendid book. It is 
series of 25 sermons, and each ser- 
mon is very stimulating. We get many 
nooks with sermons, and many of 
mem we never review in the paper, 
eecause we think they are below par. 
tut here is a book that both the past- 
and the layman will read through 
i> the end. The author is an E. L. C. 
vastor. He is called to head the Lu- 
eran Theological Seminary at St. 
Paul, Minn. He has wonderful. grasp 
-f man and his problems, and also of 
wow to apply the saving gospel. 

—J. M. J. 


You Can Conquer by Clarence E. 
“lacartney, Abingdon Press, 158 pages, 
52.00. 

I always like to read Macartney’s 
sermons. He has deep insight into the 
Bible, and he finds stimulating 
-houghts, where the ordinary preacher 
Hoes not see anything. This book has 
13 sermons that the pastor will not 
regret adding to his library —J. M. J. 


Right and Wrong Ways to use the 
ible, by J. Carter Swaim. Published 
by the Westminster Press. Price $2.50. 

The author has had a broad educa- 
tion, has taught in Syria, traveled in 
(Holy Land, served in the parish min- 
istry and is at present professor of the 
‘(New Testament literature and exege- 
sis at the Western Theological Semin- 
ary. 

The occasion for writing and pub- 
lishing the book appears to be the pub- 
lication of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible in the fall of 1952. 

The purpose of the book is to en- 
sourage readers of the Bible to seek 
the correct—that is the originally in- 
tended—usage of Holy Scriptures. 
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The author takes the position that 
Bible students read the Scriptures, not 
to learn what God would say, but 
rather to seek confirmation of their 
own views and ways. Hence the ur- 
gent question is not only; Do you read 
the Bible? but: How do you read the 
Bible? 

The first nine chapters of the book 
abound in illustrations of wrong ways 
of using the Bible. The tenth and last 
chapter points to the right way. To 
give emphasis to the right way of us- 
ing the Bible, the author quotes Mar- 
tin Luther: “That which does not 
teach Christ is not apostolic, though 
Peter or Paul should have said it; on 
the other hand, that which preaches 
Christ would be apostolic, even if it 
had come from Judas, Annas, Herod 
and Pilate.” 

It appears that many even in our 
circles might profit from this book. 

—M. Jorgensen 


War, Communism and World Reli- 
gions by Charles S. Braden. Published 
by Harper and Brothers. $3.50. 

The author is Professor of history 
and literature of religions at the 
Northwestern University and the au- 
thor of many books. 

The book is based upon a study and 
personal observations and interviews 
with many priests, premiers and plain 
people during a recent tour of eight 
months through the orient. It is of 
special interest to the student of the 
interaction of war, communism and 
religion. Considerable material cov- 
ering the three headings is here made 
available, perhaps not always proper- 
ly digested and not always the most 
effectively presented. 

The purpose of the book is to give 
an up to date picture of the apparent 
effect of war and communism upon 
the world’s great religions and to ap- 
praise the present situation. 

The position is taken that present 
day communism and religion can not 
walk hand in hand. The weaker the 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
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35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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religion, the greater the influence of 
communism. In spite of big numbers 
and many man made organizations, 
ours is not a religious age. Thus com- 
munism appears a most threatening 
foe. 

The author maintains tnat the effect 
of communism “upon Christianity has 
been more devastating than any other 
single thing that has happened since 
the beginning of the Christian era.” 

The last chapter of the book pre- 
sents a valuable comparison of criti- 
cism offered by communism and by the 
Protestant Church in America rela- 
tive to the existing order, to a just 
social system, to the methods of ef- 
fecting social changes and to the 
meaning of life. 

The author expresses the opinion 
and the hope that the threat of com- 
munism might bring a rebirth to 
Christianity. 

If you are interested in the great- 
est organized foe of religion which 
has appeared to date, secure and study 
this book. —M. Jorgensen 


Life is Commitment by J. H. Old- 
ham, Harper & (Brothers, 140 pages. 
$2.50. 

This is a small book, but it is not 
one that can be glanced over with 
profit in an hour or two. The author 
does not claim originality, but he is 
well acquainted with European and 
American thought. The title is the 
underlying principle of the book and 
is elaborated in a sentence from the 
the first chapter—Fact and Decision—: 
“There are some things in life—and 
they may be the most important 
things—that we cannot know by re- 
search and reflection, but only by 
committing ourselves.’ The book 
contains many challenging statements, 
some original, others borrowed. The 
following are chapters titles and such 
sentences: Man with Man: “A Christ- 
ian anthropology .... must rest on 
Christology.” God: Referring to Mar- 


(Continued on page 15) 
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h Luther he says, “What you hang 
ur heart on and confide in is your 
pd.” Christ: “What for Christians 
| t es to human life its ultimate mean- 
WS is the historical appearance ‘of 
mirist.” The Church: “Christianity is 
Gathinkable apart from the Church.” 
he World: “The Christian decision 
- eee . to live in the actual world 
nature, history and society by the 
Hewers of faith, hope and love.” The 
feok will be enjoyed particularly by 
Pople of a scientific-philosophical 
pend of mind. —K. R. Jensen 


‘Martin Luther, Reformer of the 
hurch, by Alfred Th. Jorgensen. 
anslated by Ronald M. Jensen. Augs- 
g Publ. House, 1953. 225 pages. 
| .00 


‘In this book Dr. Jorgensen of Cop- 
nhagen, Denmark, has given us the 
ruits of his’ Luther research over a 
=riod of half a century. In clear and 
mopular form he presents a vivid pic- 
tre of the life of our great church 
‘ther and a brief account of his most 
portant writings. The presentation 
.kes into consideration recent evalu- 
tions of Luther, including those by 
fon-Lutherans. The author was a 
sember of the Executive Committee 
® the Lutheran World Federation 
-om its beginning until his resigna- 
non in 1952. He died in 1953. The 
-anslator, who has done an excellent 
iiece of work, is Pastor Ronald M. 
pensen, a son of the editor of The 
nsgar Lutheran. 


The book deserves wide circulation. 
‘t would greatly strengthen our 
Hhurch if each church council mem- 
‘er and Sunday School teacher would 
pead it. It may also be used to good 
‘dvantage as “outside reading” and 
Mass discussion jim confirmation 
Masses or among the older pupils in 
Laily vacation Bible schools, or for a 
eries of studies in Luther Leagues 
‘rin “Couples’ Clubs”. Parents would 
ikewise profit by reading it and tell- 
ng parts of it to their children. 


==Paul Ca Nynolm 
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“Martin Luther” a Smash Hit in Ger- 
many, in First European Showing 


New York, N. Y—lLouis deRoche- 
mont’s “MARTIN LUTHER” has open- 
ed to record-breaking business in Ger- 
many in the first openings of its for- 
eign release, it was announced by 
Cresson E. Smith; general sales man- 
ager for Louis deRochemont Associ- 
ates. 


“The picture, which was filmed on 
location in Western Germany in some 
of the actual locales of Luther’s life 
story, has already played to more than 
a quarter-million patrons 
theaters sincé the German premiere 
early this month. 


‘ Now in its fourth week at the Film- 
studio Theatre in Hanover and the 
Pheobus in Nuremberg, and in the 
second weeks of long-run engage- 
ments in Dusseldorf and Karlsruhe, 
“Luther” has just broken the all-time 


house record with its three days’ busi- ~ 


ness at the Lichtspielhaus in Stutt- 
gart. 


Special showings have been neces- 
sary to meet high popular interest in 
the picture, with more than 25,000 
school children in Hanover alone at- 
tending specially scheduled perform- 
ances. 


“Luther,” which received general 
critical acclaim from German review- 
ers and has been named “film of the 
month” for April by the Evangelical 
Film Guide, a national publication of 
the country’s largest Protestant church, 
is now booked into 95 theaters in 92 
top German cities. These first-run 
play. dates were set for the end of 
March or early April. 


WANTED: Assistant cook and kitch- 
en helper at Okoboji Lutheran Camp. 
To begin work the last week in June 
or first week in July, until last part 
of August. . 


Mrs. C. A. Thomsen, 


Lutheran Camp, 
Millers Bay, 
Milford, Iowa. 


Please write: 


in twelve. 
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Make Your Reservations Now 


MOUNT CARMEL 


Lutheran Bible Institute Camp 


JUNE 19 - SEPT. 6 


Located on Beautiful Lake Carlos, 
8 miles north of 
Alexandria, Minnesota 
@ REST e RECREATION 
e RELAXATION 
with Daily Bible Classes and eve- 
ning inspirational services. Excel- 
lent accommodations . . . good food 
and delightful Christian fellowship. 
Write TODAY for the Illustrated 
Folder to 


Lutheran Bible Insiitute 


1619 Poriland Avenue 
__Minneapolis, Minnesota 


SUMMER SCHOOL 
at. Seattle, Washington 
Two 5 Week Periods 


JUNE 12- JULY 16, 1954 
JULY 17- AUG. 20. 1954 
WRITE TODAY FOR FOLDER 


Lutheran Bible Institute 
13016 Greenwood Avenue 
Seattle 33, Washington 


Opening for Music Director, or Choir 
Director and Organist, full or part 
time, effective August Ist. Location— 
Twin Cities (ELC). 


NORTH DAKOTA-MONTANA DISTRICT 


The North Dakota-Montana District Con- 
vention will be held in the Luverne Luther- 
an Church, Luverne, North Dakota, June 10 
to 13 incl. Every congregation is encour- 
aged to send a full quota of delegates. For 
each twenty-five members or fraction there- 
of, congregations are entitled to one dele- 
gate. In addition we are hoping to see many 


-guests from all parts of the District. The 


Convention theme will be: “The 
Church Marches On.” 
Pastor Edwin W. Petrusson, Pres. 


Pastor Silas Larsen, Sec’y 


Living 


Convention Invitation: Luverne Lutheran 
Church of Luverne, North Dakota, extends a 
cordial invitation to all delegates, pastors, 
anl guests to come to the North Dakota- 
Montana District Convention to be held here 
Tine 19-13 inel. Todgine will be furnished 
free of charge by the host congregation and 
meals will be served at the church. Reser- 
vations for lodging should be sent in ad- 
vance by mail or wire to Mr. S. M. Elling- 
son. 

Luverne Lutheran Church, 
Gordon Svenningson, Secretary 
Kenneth H. Petersen, Pastor 


Nebraska 


COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 
““ SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS.. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


Phone 2727 


White Bibles 


AUTHORIZED STANDARD KING JAMES VERSION 


CONFIRMAND OR BRIDE 


Bound in white morocco- 


grane. This material can 
scarcely be distinguished 
from genuine leather and 


will outwear lower priced 
leathers. Gold titles. Pre- 
sentation page, Gold edges, 
Maps. Size 3 5-16 x 55% 
inches. 


(H-45) 


No. 1003W—White moroccograne, limp, head 
babdsmeand nian cree =e ane eee $3.75 
Type Specimen for Bible No. 1003W. 


Daniel interprets the king’s dream. 


DANIEL 5. 


YOUNG FOLKS’ BIBLE 

A moderately priced Bible that will appeal to all. 
Is self-pronouncing, has 16 color illustrations, pre- 
sentation page and family register. White imita- 
tion leather, divinity circuit, amber edges, gilt 
stamped cover, head-bands. Printed in bold face 
agate type on fine Bible paper. Size 4 x 6%4x 
1¥% inches. (W-94) 
No. 606. White Imitation leather $2.50 


No. 608Z—White imitation leather, same as No. 


606, but with zipper binding. $4.50 
No. 640—Black genuine leather. Red edges 
gold istampedacco yer sae $2.75 


No. 646Z—Black zipper closed wortex. Red 
edges, gilt stamped-cover 


Type Specimen for Bible No. 606 


thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall 
wet thee with the dew of heaven, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, till thou 
Know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom- 
goever he will. 

26 And whereas they commanded to 
leave the stump of the tree roots ; thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after 
that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens do rule. 

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel 
be acceptable unto thee, and break off 
thy sins by righteousness, and thine 


judgment : and those that walk in pride 
he is able to abase. 

855) CHAPTER 65. 
Belshazzar's impious feast. 
Boe the king made a great 

feast to a thousand of his lords, 
and drank wine before the thousand. 

2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the 
wine, commanded to bring the golden 
and silver vessels which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple which was in Jerusalem; that 
the king, and his princes, his wives, and 


RSV BIBLES 


The new RSV Bible is an authori 
Bible actually more faithful to 
earliest known manuscripts than ; 
other version. It is available now 
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